Paramedian hourglass epidermoid cysts extending in the middle and posterior cranial fossa.
Four cases of large paramedian hourglass epidermoid tumors extending both in the middle and posterior cranial fossa are reported and other 16 cases from the literature are reviewed. The length of the clinical history and the triviality of neurological symptoms in spite of the size of the tumor are emphasized. CT scanning well documents the extension of these epidermoids and usually consents to differentiate them from the arachnoid cysts. The subtemporal transtentorial approach is more advisable, although a two-stage operation by subtemporal and suboccipital route can be necessary in some cases. Nevertheless the difficulties and the risk of the surgical treatment make very hard the complete removal of the tumor in most cases.